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ALCCRF Chairperson Update 
 
Welcome to the December 2021 edition of the Foundations newsletter.  Can I start by wishing 
everyone in the Lions Family all the best for the Festive Season and hopefully a better year than 
the last two. 
 
The Foundation had a windfall back in October 
when we were approached by Racing NSW to be 
one of the charities to be considered by the 18 
trainers as a charity partner in Australia’s 
third richest horse race the “Golden Eagle” at 
Rosehill. The charity partners receiving 10% of 
the horse’s prize money. The Foundation was 
selected by the trainer of Queensland gelding, 
Apache Chase which run fourth giving the 
Foundation a $39,000 share. 
 
I was recently asked if the Foundation was 
doing anything to promote the International 
Childhood Cancer Day on the 15th of February 
next.  My comment was that we promote Childhood Cancer 24/7, importantly that focus day covers 
the broader aspects of Childhood Cancer that includes research and is a good time for Districts 
and Clubs to reflect on this Global Cause. 
 
To illustrate our day-to-day commitment to Childhood Cancer Research, while many of us have 
been in lockdown, or closed to other States the Foundation has continued its work. 
 
For example, we have again agreed to be a part of Cancer Australia’s Priority-driven Collaborative 
Cancer Research Scheme and have committed to next year’s round of that scheme. We are 
particularly keen to be involved in this program for two reasons, it facilitates worthwhile 
children’s cancer research projects while training up young research scientists with the 
Foundation focusing on the Early Career Researcher applications. 
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In November at our AGM/Annual Meeting we had two prospective funding partners present their 
projects and we agreed to fund both projects. 
 
1. WEHI (Walter & Eliza Hall Institute) Melbourne - $220,000 over 2 years (Tackling drug 

treatment resistance to medulloblastoma). 

2. Griffith University’s, Institute for Glycomics (Gold Coast Queensland) - $800,000 over 3 
years (Focus on  Sarcoma – early markers, improve diagnosis targeting pathways to 
treatment). 

 
Both of these funding partners have provided summaries of their projects in this edition of the 
newsletter. 
 
Our other current projects were summarised in our September Newsletter, but just a quick 
recap for those that missed that edition:- 
 
1. Children’s Cancer Foundation - Hudson Monash Paediatric Precision Medicine Program, 

Biobank Project ($450k) Outstanding commitment $103,638 
 

2. Telethon Kids Institute (TKI) - Paediatric Cancer Immunotherapy ($1.05m) Outstanding 
commitment $525,000 

 

3. Cancer Australia, Priority - Driven Collaborative Cancer Research Scheme 
a) Dr Andrew Care – Macquarie University ($63.9k) Outstanding commitment $31,964 
b) Dr Jessica Buck – University of Western Australia /TKI ($54.8k) Outstanding 

commitment $18,522 
c) Dr Pouya Faridi - Monash University ($73.3k) Outstanding commitment $51,320 

 
Full details of the current projects can be found on the Foundations website - 
https://alccrf.lions.org.au/our-research-projects/ along with our finalised projects and our 10-
year history – https://alccrf.lions.org.au/finalised-projects/  
 
It has been a difficult year and I do thank those clubs who have continued to support us through 
these difficult times, ensuring that we reach our vision of 100% Survival for Kids with Cancer, 
remembering that:- 
 

“Every child deserves a chance at a healthy life” 
 
Ron Skeen 
ALCCRF Chairperson  
 
  

Important Notice  
 

Scam emails have been circulating in the name of the 
Australian Lions Childhood Cancer Research Foundation 
(ALCCRF) seeking funds on an individual basis. ALCCRF 

advises that they only seek funding via email if there is an 
attached letter from the Chairperson on Foundation 

letterhead and never for a specific amount from individuals. 
It would also only be via our Secretary using her Foundation 

email address - (alccrf.secretary@lions.org.au). 

https://alccrf.lions.org.au/our-research-projects/
https://alccrf.lions.org.au/finalised-projects/
https://pngimg.com/download/3738
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
mailto:alccrf.secretary@lions.org.au
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Medulloblastoma is a devastating 
brain cancer with few treatment 
options that largely affects children 
and young adults. It is the most 
common childhood brain cancer. Sadly, 
for patients that relapse following 
treatment, there are no effective 
therapies and relapse is lethal.  

 
Researchers at the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute (WEHI) have developed a ‘street map’ of 
the genes involved in medulloblastoma. Like a map shows streets connecting places, the genetic 
map shows connections between different genes that contribute to more aggressive tumours. 
In this project, WEHI researchers will expand this genetic map to discover the genes and 
pathways that control tumour dormancy, drug resistance and relapse. Using computational 
biology techniques, WEHI researchers aim to discover how cells that are tolerant to existing 
therapies survive treatment and become resistant to treatment. With this knowledge, weak 
points in the survival process will be identified that could then be targeted by drugs and used 
in combination with existing effective therapies to prevent relapse and resistance. 
 
Tegan Jux 
Philanthropic Grant Manager 
WEHI 
 
 

 
  

Project Lead Assoc/Prof Melissa David (BSc, PhD), joint Head of the Bioinformatics Division 
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We are delighted to announce a major new 
partnership with Griffith University’s Institute 
for Glycomics, a translational biomedical 
research Institute based on the Gold Coast with 
a focus on developing vaccines, diagnostics and 
personalised treatments for a wide range of 
cancers, infectious diseases and neurological 
disorders. The Institute for Glycomics is a 
flagship biomedical research institute in 
Australia and has a strong track record of 
inventing new medicines for diseases that don't 
currently have solutions - from discovery to 
human clinical testing. 

 
Our partnership with the Institute is focused on a vital sarcoma research project titled: 
Developing a novel diagnostic and treatment options for Sarcoma. Their aim is to close 
current gaps in accurate Sarcoma diagnosis and precision treatment to deliver novel 
diagnostics and treatment opportunities that improve patient outcomes and survival. The 
term sarcoma summarises a large number of different cancers that arise in the bones 
and connective tissues such as fat and muscle. Depending on where they first occur in the 
body, the different types of sarcoma differ significantly in their pathogenesis and thus, 
need to be considered as individual cancer types. While it is considered a rare cancer in 
adults, sarcoma is a prevalent cancer in children representing about 20% of all 
childhood cancer diagnoses. 
  
The sarcoma project is a three-year research program led by Institute for Glycomics 
Director Professor Mark von Itzstein AO, in collaboration with clinicians at the Perez 
Scremini Children’s Hospital in Uruguay, where sarcoma is prevalent in children, with 
advice and importantly providing the research project with valuable clinical specimens not 
available in the quantity in Australia. 
  
We, along with a global philanthropic foundation have linked arms on this important 
research program and wholeheartedly believe this partnership will propel progress in 
sarcoma research to deliver solutions to the disease. The Institute's world-leading 
expertise and technologies have been recently acknowledged through the awarding of an 
Australian Cancer Research Foundation (ACRF) grant and an Australian Lions Childhood 
Cancer Research Foundation (ALCCRF) grant. 
 
The ALCCRF grant of $800,000 supports this $2.2 million project. 
 
Nina Kristensen  
Advancement Manager, Institute for Glycomics 
Office of Advancement 
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Novel targets for paediatric brain tumour immunotherapy 
 
Dr Pouya Faridi  
Monash University 
 
Every year more than 170 Australian children are 
diagnosed with brain cancer. Diffuse Intrinsic 
Pontine Glioma (DIPG) is the most aggressive 
childhood brainstem tumour with no cure and 
median survival of only nine months post – 

diagnosis. Cancer vaccination is an emerging approach for untreatable cancers. 
 
The fundamental mechanism of the immune system for combating cancer is recognition 
of peptides exclusively presented on the tumour surface in complex with Human 
Leukocyte Antigen (HLA) molecules. However, selecting the right antigen and 
corresponding peptide-HLA complex (p-HLA) is the most challenging part of any 
vaccination strategy. 
 
Generation and presentation of p-HLAs is a dynamic process within the cell. Therefore, 
intra and extracellular factors can affect the composition of the immunopeptidome (the 
array of peptides presented by a given HLA molecule). In the case of DIPG, two 
mechanisms can generate or potentiate DIPG tumour exclusive p-HLAs: 1) As the only, 
and first line of management of DIPG, radiotherapy not only causes tumour cell death, 
releasing antigen for subsequent presentation by professional antigen-presenting cells 
and the initiation of further immune responses; but can also increase the expression of 
p-HLA on the surface of resistant tumour cells rendering them more susceptible to 
immune attack. 2) Methylation/ mutation of the Histone3 gene are epigenetic signatures 
of DIPG. Recently, it has been discovered that these two signatures turn on the 
expression of particular endogenous retroviruses (ERV) in DIPG tumours. These viral 
antigens can also form novel targets of immune responses. 
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Exploiting and enhancing brain-resident immune cells for 
the treatment of paediatric brain stem glioma (DIPG)  
 

Dr Jessica Buck  
University of Western Australia / Telethon Kids 
Institute 
 
DIPG is a fatal brain cancer that affects children, with no 
effective treatments. This research project is proposing a new 
combination of treatments targeting the immune system in the 
brain to treat DIPG. First, the cancer cells will be labelled with 
a “flag” so the immune system can see them. 
 
The investigator will then use another treatment to block the 

“don’t eat me” signals on the cancer cells, so the immune system can attack the cancer. 
This new treatment could help save the lives of children with DIPG, who currently have a 
0% chance of survival. 
 
Project Synopsis and Aims 
Diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma (DIPG, or diffuse midline glioma) is a fatal, highly 
aggressive brain tumour affecting children. Less than 10% of children diagnosed with 
DIPG are still alive 2 years later, highlighting an urgent need for improved treatments. 
 
The problem: Due to the location of the tumour in a vital part of the brain, surgery is not 
an option in the treatment of DIPG. Currently, the only treatment shown to prolong 
survival is radiotherapy, however this only offers palliative relief of symptoms. No 
chemotherapy treatments for DIPG currently exist, and previous chemotherapy clinical 
trials using a single drug have also been unsuccessful. Novel combination treatments are 
desperately needed. 
 
Major finding: Therapies targeting the immune system have shown remarkable clinical 
outcomes in other cancers, but not in brain tumours. This is in part because the brain has 
a specialised immune system less reliant on T cells, which are the target of most 
immunotherapy approaches. Instead, cells called microglia are the most common immune 
cell of the brain, comprising up to 50% of some brain tumours. Brain tumour cells, including 
DIPG cells, avoid microglial attack by expressing a “don’t eat me” signal called CD47. 
Blocking CD47 with a therapeutic antibody (a-CD47) results in remarkable disease control 
by increasing the ability of microglia to recognise and kill brain cancer cells. 
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Around the Districts 
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The proceeds from the sale of tomato 
plants were the sole work of Lion Dennis 
Matthews of the Lions Club of Berri and 

raised $1,000 for ALCCRF 
 
 
 

At the Q2 Convention 
ALCCRF District Chair 

Aussie Lanphier’s coin line  
raised $269.00. 

https://pngimg.com/download/38645
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Indiana's Haircut (9 October 2021) - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UWJ8XPfeBFo
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The Lions Club of the City of Adelaide Inc. 
                 5 December at 18:16  
  
What a fabulous afternoon at our Christmas Spirit Event! 50 lions, cubs, family 
and friends came together to decorate Lions mini fruit cakes to be donated to 
the Hutt Street Centre and Adelaide City Fred’s Van.  
 
Thank you to everyone who came along and gave their time for this service 
project.  The afternoon was filled with Christmas spirit and together we 
decorated and donated 200 mini cakes.  Amazing! PLUS, we raised funds for the 
Australian Lions Childhood Cancer Research Foundation (ALCCRF). 
 
Chris Burns from the Hutt St Centre had a tough decision judging the best 
decorated cakes (adult and child winners), but he found time to jump right in 
and decorate a couple cakes himself. Thank you for coming along Chris and we 
hope the cakes bring joy to the people you support at Christmas. 
 
Congratulations to Lion Annette from Golden Grove Lions Club and Past Little 
Roarer Cub Kara for winning the best decorated cakes.  
 
It was fantastic to welcome lions from Golden Grove Lions Club Lions Club of 
Elizabeth Playford Inc Lions Club of Adelaide Hellenic Inc. and Clare District 
Lions Club and cubs from Pedare Pride and the Little Roarers. 
 
And of course, a big thank you to Coles Greenacres Cake Studio Adelaide. and 
Whip-It-Up Cake Supplies for your donations for today's event. They were well 
used and very much appreciated. Thank you!!! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/LionsAdelaide/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXNAKAJx-US81ZlY5BI0J_29bRXJ5h8uxg07qXQJry6zBlD3GIlvxSfCFvPX0VyszsXl7vVDW2KCdPJ-p_Y036xZBtwg17wi6Is9FFn2uxpmPhgvXeA9KtykmYZoywFIaIfPI23VZ2M5N9WoappA9ZR&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/LionsAdelaide/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXNAKAJx-US81ZlY5BI0J_29bRXJ5h8uxg07qXQJry6zBlD3GIlvxSfCFvPX0VyszsXl7vVDW2KCdPJ-p_Y036xZBtwg17wi6Is9FFn2uxpmPhgvXeA9KtykmYZoywFIaIfPI23VZ2M5N9WoappA9ZR&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/LionsAdelaide
https://www.facebook.com/Coles-Greenacres-355546194566678/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXNAKAJx-US81ZlY5BI0J_29bRXJ5h8uxg07qXQJry6zBlD3GIlvxSfCFvPX0VyszsXl7vVDW2KCdPJ-p_Y036xZBtwg17wi6Is9FFn2uxpmPhgvXeA9KtykmYZoywFIaIfPI23VZ2M5N9WoappA9ZR&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/CakeStudioAdelaide/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXNAKAJx-US81ZlY5BI0J_29bRXJ5h8uxg07qXQJry6zBlD3GIlvxSfCFvPX0VyszsXl7vVDW2KCdPJ-p_Y036xZBtwg17wi6Is9FFn2uxpmPhgvXeA9KtykmYZoywFIaIfPI23VZ2M5N9WoappA9ZR&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/Whipitupcakesupplies/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXNAKAJx-US81ZlY5BI0J_29bRXJ5h8uxg07qXQJry6zBlD3GIlvxSfCFvPX0VyszsXl7vVDW2KCdPJ-p_Y036xZBtwg17wi6Is9FFn2uxpmPhgvXeA9KtykmYZoywFIaIfPI23VZ2M5N9WoappA9ZR&__tn__=kK-R
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From a Facebook post Sunday 21/11/2021 

Each year between 0600 – 9.00 for 3 days, Brisbane 
Camp Hill Carindale sell cakes at a member’s 
workplace and donate the profits. 
 
This year the recipients of the profits is ALCCRF. 

          

 
 

Merry Christmas and 
thank you for your 

support during 2021 
 

From the  
ALCCRF Trustees 

https://www.pngall.com/christmas-ribbon-png/download/3024
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://christmasstockimages.com/free/red/slides/wooden_christmas_tree.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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V6 Lions raise money from cans for Lions Children’s Cancer Research 
 
In 2019/20 Lions Year I was appointed V6 District Chair for ALCCRF 
I was looking at ways to raise some much-needed funding for the Lions 
Children’s Cancer Research Foundation & decided to start collecting 10 
cent refundable cans, plastic bottles & stubbies. 
 
I started collecting from the local Football & Golf clubs, also some local 
people and then thought of approaching the local Shire Council & 
asking them if they could donate two recyclable bins to be placed at 
our local service station, which they agreed to do. 

 
With the help of PDG Lynn Fredericks & Lion Herman Fransen who 
are members of the Corowa Lions Club we approached D&M Scrap 
Metals in Corowa for their approval to deposit refundable cans and 
bottles on my behalf and as we were raising funds for a worthwhile 
Lions project, we were able to get their agreement to accept our 
recyclable items. 
 

The V6 District Cabinet allowed us to have funds to print labels for plastic drums which we 
recycled and adapted for the collection process. All collection drums now have these labels, 
further raising the public awareness of this great foundation.  
 
I placed an article in our community newspaper letting the community know that I was collecting 
for ALCCRF & where the bins were for the community to drop off their recyclables.  
 
Lion Herman Fransen was approached by the Corowa Whisky Distillery & Chocolate Factory saying 
that we could have all their recyclable items. This is excellent as they hold a lot of weddings and 
other public functions every month, generating nearly 1000 items each month.   
 
Having the Corowa Chocolate Factory on board has been great as we have an area where we can 
store the items & make one decent trip rather than many small ones.  
 
We have also encouraged Leos to take up the project and they recycle their cans and stubbies 
with funds going to ALCCRF also.  
 
Since we started this fantastic project in July 2019, we have banked $11,587.60. 
 
Football Club Golf Club  
Men’s Shed Community members 
Corowa Chocolate Factory Corowa Men’s Shed 
Corowa Lions Club Corowa Community members  
 Leos Club 
  
Paul Shortis 
Secretary 
Lions Club of Wodonga 

Lion Paul Shortis (Wodonga),  
Jeff Nixon (D&M Scrap Metals)  

PDG Lion Lynn Fredericks (in Rear 
Corowa) Lion Herman Fransen (Corowa) 
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AUSTRALIAN LIONS CHILDHOOD CANCER FOUNDATION SHOP 

Visit https://alccrf.lions.org.au/alccrf-shop/ 

Although not a major part of our fundraising, we do have items available for Sale at MD and District 
Conventions and/or throughout the year from our District Chairmen and on our website – new items may be 

added from time to time while some disappear 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALCCRF Pen - high quality, great value for users Gifts to Club Guest Speakers etc 
$5 each (minimum order applies). Visit the ALCCRF website for an order form. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

BBQ APRON - $20 
 

Fit out your BBQ Team. 
Remember sales go up when 
people see how funds raised  

are to be spent 
 

Visit the ALCCRF website for  
an order form 

Coin mat to use when 
collecting for the 

ALCCRF Laying it on the 
Line for Childhood Cancer 

 
Visit the ALCCRF website 

to download a copy 

https://alccrf.lions.org.au/alccrf-shop/
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THE LIONS ROSE  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The original idea for a Lions Rose started in 2000 at the Lions club where Wilhem 
Kordes (Kordes Roses - Germany) is a member. The Club wanted to start an activity for 
the Friedensdorf Oberhausen (peace village Oberhausen) where heavily injured children 
from war torn countries are taken care of with the aim that they go back to their 
countries after successful recovery.  
 
After receiving approval from LCI, the rose was officially named in a ceremony at the 
Kordes gardens in Sparrieshoop. It then went on to be released for sale in 2002. In the 
same year, it also received an award due to its great disease resistance. Since its 
release in 2002, the Lions Rose has raised over AUD $384,000 for Oberhausen and is 
one of Kordes most successful rose releases to date. This rose has been hugely popular 
overseas and has raised a great deal of awareness of our Lions Organisation throughout 
the world. Based in Portland Victoria,  
 
Treloar Roses (Australia's Leading Supplier of rose bushes) have been supplying bare 
root rose plants / bushes Australia-Wide for more than 45 years.  Following discussions 
and the signing of an agreement between the Foundation and Treloar Roses, ALCCRF will 
receive $1 for each rose plant sold anywhere in Australia from 2012 on. We ask Clubs 
and their members to support this initiative by purchasing the rose and / or promoting 
in your local community.  
 
They make a great guest speaker gift in place of flowers or wine. An online order form 
is available on the Treloar Roses website for your convenience.  
  

Lions Roses Are available for 
delivery from November please 
consider these wonderful rose 
plants for special gift for your 
family and friends order direct 
from Treloar Roses 
 
http://www.treloarroses.com.au/
index.php?route=product%2Fpr
oduct&path=131_152&product_i
d=5917 
 

      
    

https://www.treloarroses.com.au/
http://www.treloarroses.com.au/index.php?route=product%2Fproduct&path=131_152&product_id=5917
http://www.treloarroses.com.au/index.php?route=product%2Fproduct&path=131_152&product_id=5917
http://www.treloarroses.com.au/index.php?route=product%2Fproduct&path=131_152&product_id=5917
http://www.treloarroses.com.au/index.php?route=product%2Fproduct&path=131_152&product_id=5917
https://www.freeimageslive.co.uk/free_stock_image/whimsypaint-christmas-bauble-jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://freepngimg.com/png/26579-christmas-ornaments-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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• Our Vision 
100% survival for kids with cancer 

 
• Our Mission 

Prevent kids with cancer dying by raising funds nationally and 
donating these funds to the best high impact childhood cancer 
research conducted right across Australia. 
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